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Follomng is a report o% the operation by which o

o I1lth Airborne Divisiaon freed the internees .- -

(if‘ the.10S BANOS PRISON CAMP, LoS BANOS, LAGWA,.‘“_
I. on 23 Febru&ry 1945.° ‘

: CONIENIS =
B - NARRATIVE OF OPERATION .
“ Enclosuress

o Nos 1 =~ G=3 Periodic Repoyt, Hq llth Abn Diy, "%
NN N6, 2 =F,0, #18, Hq 11th Abn Div, 21 Fob 04!
S 'N%3~F0.ﬂ%HqCT8,&F®1%%
N&% 4 F.G. #2, Hq 1st Bh, Sllth Inf, 22 Peb'.




Y / e c I-tEADQUARTERS 1157 A‘RBORNE DIVISION
: T LR - APO 468 . )
‘ . R - A 17 Baroh 1945,
. _MQE_QF THE RESCGE OF rmﬁ,m A’f' LOS BANOS _ghlson"cm

BY '%i‘f ATRBOIIE DIVI*:J:{N o '{3_ ASPUARY 1045,

. While the 1lth Airboras uaviswn was at P’H?AITAQ E, on the f‘ourth of
February, the third dey efter “hs division landing at NASUGBU, a directive.
eceived from the Commanden-~L v-bh...ef, Southwest Pacific Area, direct:tlng
preparations be mado fur & 2lyiug column to be dispa‘ached to rescue the
dnternses at LOS BANOS TNVERNMENP CAMP,. (MAP) The Commanding Ganeral
fod outthab, m; thah Aimg, a%s "oopg were heavily engaged with theienemy

e MILA ﬁlﬁ “has e of she 8000. troope of the division, no flying salumn
of, sufﬁoiént strerigih oculd bo mde. ‘Trmediately available, LOS BANCS fbeing
.50 m&l‘eﬁ*ﬁm khe place vhere the troope were engaged, with five blt‘iégea
;blmﬁn befween the <Givision end the objective, He recommended that ‘the. miaﬂon
‘bo-gispended wikil it was pmaoi;ioah;l.e to disengage a force of the necesaary
,size from/contac*h with . the aaps. .~<Elp.s recommendation was approved,

R ),;'cenera; Sying. then asseibled the, diviaton gtast and dizected that, they
- pz*epé da‘ba\iled,plan for the rescue. He stated. the geﬁeral plan ag. i’ellows' :

R ;:,.>(1) To ini'.tltra«te selected peraonnel into the area prior to the
o ;—atgewk with the mission of marking a parachute.drop zone, the landing. beach,
s ‘and Hvertaining routes . of. approaoh to hmch sm'prise atmck on. all Beatries }

‘/ (2) To destroy the Japaneae garrison with paratmops dr’épped
gl the camp, ‘ .

(3? To land a beachhead force equipped with veh1cles for trana- E
: ‘the :tn‘bernees to safetys

! o (4) I’o launcha strong ground at’cack on a1l arms at’a di ﬁa.noe
| from tho camp in order o -force the Jap fo divert his strength away from the
1£ = camp and surrounding strongpoints to defend against this attackj

s .{5) To establish a camp well within friendly territory for the. o
: housing, uospihalization, and medication of.-the rescued, -Anternses, .. o |

-

He stressed the following particular consideratiqna which would affect

y

g .. the nission, and whlch ‘he desired the staff to bear in mind during the pzan-
e TR ‘t ﬂi;, o N —
Byl ' (1)- Ihe poasibility of an enemy reactlon in fores againgt the

Bl Rn cfort. from.his mobila reserve to the South in the SANTO TOMAS w

R SN0 éred ,,an&_ ‘!;he neneaaity for planning counter Toves: £0, i‘ores'ball this
e 1‘936&10}13 '

‘623\; '.rhe neeeass,ty for detau;ed planning and for; the oareful br;efmé
of e&ch And vidyal in the oper&tion; ‘ ‘

"5‘,?, .




“the- 4ntérhges. :
\{brucks were lifxad‘f ua on theC

“nor would the: Red. Gross employe

iwhioh would endenger the liwes of the- ine e L
- twe pBedped inteimnees, and anintensive ‘$tudy of phttom
© . routes’ wors: selected which would ermble the ‘platopn toere
- closie as 15.yards from the ‘gusrd, posts without deteetign
~idbérnees and & group of specially ‘gé6lpoted Guerpiliad
; areay Bckompanied ‘the platoon-eri-the- nﬁasion.wm \

“originally estimdted For ths. "brbssing,
- for ‘§ust such a- -eontingency,: and dfte

wt‘ew lhinuftea befm'e H'-Hour,

?ther night of the 22d uoved te'p iy
».attaek. - The artillery occupied its. poeitionﬁ:« ‘
infentry ddployed’ and: occupied positions a;.ong
B of the 51ith Infentry moved to NIGHGLS FIELD

a'** "b.s.onél "'JIE?J CP pre-, X
operanions in.‘case o serious

“On. the beaoh at

as they had’ intende@.

in'g‘ : guer&s by a strrpriee agsault 'j.Ln an- effort to eTiming
ag’ pessi‘ble a fivs Pight between the. guardd &nd the. attacking ﬁarg

“the’ (west oeqst nf LGUN.‘ ; DE B&«Y in m

dverse wind conditﬁ.ona ,,gem emmf{ fore éﬁ } o

Tieosdoep- tn T, the, nembers_ of ’ché & Za'koon ocqx;ﬁéd#

ass'embly positﬁons in the cini

piad - bz%he divisioh, ke

during the hight. At 0515 the anphitpus. fdz‘nan :
for the Landing baach. The am*braq ap : 3112 8
column came parallel to the landing ‘Bekeh; 9. bauts at. &
right flank moveuont,, which' permithed’ %he landing’ to ,
boate eachy « The courseé wag Tk miled Jong, and “due to thing
hag' te e s:baemd bgy ‘compesg., ,mis ‘ﬂas & new-tWis’i, bo.dmiph
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| ?ara hum: ’, "B“ Co, plus M Plat, Hq Co, 511th Prcht Tng |
e &mphlt.bienso mau, 1gl, H)q Co (-) lst. Bn Sllth Prcht Inf, 1 Btry FA =

Sk kS

pl@ﬁ vwhicb, wag a.mimd. e.t.amer,.mch deatailed sws}y hy ‘the
ubmi'b'bed to the Commanding General, IV Corps,’ appﬁbved

N

»azmnm\y of 'bhe plan Wﬂ,l cem:lnly ba of im‘,erest (Map: %
wres’ o:t‘ plarr, ;.neludzng aummry of G-arestimata). L

s ;Ag soon as ‘bhe mwsion-wasmaeeignea G2 mdmm&, thrahgh ;rMor
2P ﬁ‘bat ive with the"‘ Guefyrinag-f'm SATANGAS: m

 pavtios of the i g the.
mmghway HY: Lot SABANE 40 CALAMBA wi

the;hr reconzi&iiﬂganca
g-.;sh@#:es of. IAGENA; BE?«M




76 phase which consisted of 3 Company off thé':iS;i'thh'fP!’.‘é‘li‘t; Inf,
of TGI8 atached had Joaded in the'Ced7ts at 0600, ' The' planes
kriosB. at 0630, rendsavoused over the field, and moededed by a
seted. route Yo bhe Drop Zone, . At 0700, - just tafore sunrise, ‘the
ight ‘flashedy ond all jumpers left the planes, A1 pen Tanded in the Drop
withcut injury,.in a. perfect patbern, assembled in thres minutes, and arrivec
le: oemp 17 ‘minutes after the first. chute opened. ' Eprouts, the ~ompany
6duced -arie pillbox manned with a light machine gun, Arriving et
Sy B "gla‘bsd'moppin;g.( up- the fow -Temaining Nips,: set up @ psrimeter.
nd"Phs: camp, and began to. organlze the internees, . At this point
rrived; and the - wacuation' begen, - T o

: S
. 2y
S

et waves of am"c‘@;af‘c‘?#that_lﬁ plit Anto two groups, ' O group,

G B, 51lth, movad: immeciatedy o MAYONDON POINT tg silefice @ -
e o this 14gh gound -ard $hen rroceedod toward L0S BANOS
Aip-a defensive ircad -Bloeks the other graup, A ‘Gompany, It Bn, ‘moved
% %o BAT and osouptbd the high growsd doMnating the approfiches”
Phas D Batbory of tho 457HH FA ooGupied sositon n thh sonein 6f
188d;y and” opened firo ;{:n"Eﬁe,'.b‘nqenzyj’;?gﬁdﬁiﬁéA’gx‘ipaf”firfﬁg-fﬂrom MEYONHON
g ﬁ'hesuoeééding waves of amtraes, prededed _bf“iiine‘d’et’ectipgken"ginéers s
- wereded by Mejor BURGESS direct to the camp. There hs' met the Company.

Commander of iﬁs, B Compenys The amtracs were loaded with internees, ang

sent’ %megiiaﬁtéfl;y“ﬂ:o 7the béach, where they embarked and commenced . the return
Aelp 5 MAMATID with the first 1500 internees; - The 1st Battalion, less o
aitiae guaide, Fformed o cordon arourd the remaining interness-and marchefl -
_them: £6. the béaeh, “Guerrillas carried the hedvy baggage,” = - - -

..~ . The original plan contemplated two serials of amtraes to transport )
Inforress back ‘to:the ‘MAMATID shore » and then for the lst Bn, 511th Parachute .
' Infentry %o foree-its way o ‘contact the ground forces ‘attacking from the
- west,, ',.zpva‘sfnamxfent',- though,  fron the number ‘of - interneel *péckedﬁihj;d»”
- thet first vehi, Ied; ‘that the entire attacking Porce could be ‘brought baek in

cond Sérial by amtrac,. The division ‘eo;nmaﬁder'@a&te‘d-rth_iéideh'eﬂ;(,~:_me. o

admudnder then . ordared the i, companiss ‘mainteining ro#d blogks | .-

i ‘oBbY Yaild weet o withdraw toward: the- beachhead iézj{a»;f-t.i;‘u‘éstabi;‘éﬂs;;g- ’

-etrong defonsive perimeter with the assistafce’ of :"B" Company and the GQuerr~

- i11as, end 66 Bold the position until the amtrace réturns 2y the
. 1ouded ot0: the 'tractors: and Set -oul for- MAMATED, Ené

* MAYONDON POINT 'and the road -from LOS BANOS - had:
‘afidaly” Ivigdon tH6eps hod bsen returned t8 Wt
ered: only’one man wounded in dation:
Ly ‘Qﬁﬁded.*:»- ‘,‘ EAELIREE A SR

e8] , Slight‘ahd"
VER, By this ‘time, 1t.was

sutire. atiphibions forps”eiul

 anthitions ouldbe withdrawn by amtrac,gnd -
s ared totwitidrad and to. Bold ‘the SAN JUAN bridgehedd

sqmpleted. i1t Battalion, 188th Infentry .-
' SAN JUAN' RIVER, :ang was attacked by the Japs =
Bagtalion, Sl1th Infantry was in perimoter dbiind
© infernees, 54 Breparing to return o the front:
NLBY ‘ot the £d1; mngdayCoianE%%Ean& hig .
durned tg.;»«"PARM%QUE:,.anq':éﬁgﬁ;@ﬁﬁea;te*sb@mmaﬁdi@i;s@j gi~"
rop. womnded in’ sotiiit
& eonftrts of a goverrent
" Mo bundred and fordy: thwes

AS

'l(, L
L the-Anerican Red Cross,
g the day's operaticn,

erggm[;ﬁszi ttizg édm,éfion,' task fa::qa,,, and anfphibiousfwee as

.



&PQO]‘MENDA.,O‘IS‘
L » e : - ‘

% Alanding on hostile §hores, aemenstraAf  S

L

| B The oomp

ac‘ks. i

1, ‘grough the emplnymcr’l% of airbome tro*ops,
o obtained 4o’a degres not poqs*b.le* In
swift movement of troops by air san we Be ,asauréd;, ‘hh;l
P L of ‘bhe a‘ttacker is maintamea m "ecrecy. g L

~

aive instaila‘l'rions ceuse corfusion and disiuption’ of: &l
: g i far greater than the number O'f

o , 2 That ‘the sudden appearance and presenue Gﬂ ﬁdsbﬂe

"3. stage;t of an opei‘atix;m. ’I-‘heir uae
"'i'.o s:m’ouations ef grave emergenoy.

4. That an opera'bion involving eirborne, smphibions; mpd
ERGRIC - i e succesafully »acoomplishe& with pin polnt pregisien wh
o amd e:oaetly planned ahd executeaﬁwith rapidity. L

Recommendatien:

'

C A Thet Futura operations in 1-311‘; l;eéter, the use ofagpor

, in their proper role (‘I'G 113, WD 1943) be gl
A planners. C :

-' o
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